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he held a grand review, at which he adjured his soldiers to
swear fidelity to the king and the nation. A few of the old
regiments obeyed with enthusiasm, but the new regiments of
volunteers were more doubtful, and one of the Maine et Loire
shouted, " To the nation, fidelity, yes; to the king, no !" This
reception disconcerted Lafayette, but nevertheless he caused
the municipality of S6dan to arrest three deputies sent on
mission to the army, Kersaint, Antonelle, and Peraldi, on
August 14, and made the directory of the department of the
Ardennes approve his action. Yet he felt the people were not in
sympathy with him, in spite of the obedience of the authorities,
and he determined to appeal from his own corps d'arm^e to all
the soldiers under his command. To them he published a
general order, telling them to rally like good citizens and
brave soldiers round the standard they had sworn to defend
to the death. To all his generals of division, notably to
Arthur Dillon, who commanded at Pont-sur-Sambre, and
Dumouriez, who commanded the camp at Maulde, he sent his
general order, in the hope that they would join him. This
news, as well as the intelligence of the arrest of the deputies
at Sedan, soon reached the Assembly, and the municipality of
Paris immediately sent a deputation to demand that Lafayette
should be arrested; and on August 19, on the motion of Jean
Debry, Gilbert Motier de Lafayette, ci-devant general of the
army of the north, was formally declared guilty of the crimes
of rebellion against the law, conspiracy against liberty, and
treason against the nation; and ah1 authorities were ordered to
lend their assistance in arresting him, on pain of being con-
sidered accomplices in his rebellion. Lafayette found no help
on any side when he turned to his soldiers. Dillon issued his
order of the day indeed, but Liickner only grumbled, and
Dumouriez openly declared his adherence to the new state of
things. On August 19 he heard from his staff that his soldiers
were themselves at issue, and that many of them openly
declared that they would bind him hand and foot and send
him off to the Assembly. He knew he was not popular in the
army, arid therefore, on August 20, accompanied by his staff,